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EYFS/KS1 – Music Curriculum Map  

	Nursery
	Reception
	Year 1
	Year 2

	Singing
Remember and sing familiar songs e.g., pop songs and rhymes. 
Sing exploring different pitch. 
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 

Listening 
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. Explore & learn how sounds & movements can be changed e.g., louder, quieter Notice what other children & adults do, mirror what is observed, adding variations & doing it spontaneously.

Composing
Develop an understanding of how to create & use sounds intentionally .
Create own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.

Performing
Engage in domestic role play – re-enacting every day events / celebrations .
Participate in role play linked to focus texts / themes Remember & sing familiar songs e.g., pop songs, rhymes .
Taps out simple repeated rhythms  Create sounds to accompany stories .
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings & ideas.

Vocabulary
Fast/slow Loud/quiet Song/sing .
	Singing
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.

Listening 
Respond imaginatively to music e.g., this music sounds like dinosaurs 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

Composing
Choose particular movements, instruments/sounds for their own imaginative purposes 
Explore & engage in music making & dance, performing solo or in groups

Performing 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch & following the melody 
Make Music in a range of ways e.g., plays with sounds creatively, plays along to the beat of the song they are singing or music they are listening to

Vocabulary 
Chant, high/low, Repeat, Rhythm, Sound, Beat, follow, fast, slow, tempo.
	
	

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 1

	Question: What is special about my environment and me?

Can sing a range of familiar nursery rhymes.
Show interest in domestic role play using resources purposefully.
Show interest in small world play using resources purposefully.

	Question: What is special about my environment and me?

Sing along to a familiar song as a class group. Makaton – learn and sing new songs, adding actions to learn new ways of communicating.
	Question: 
How does music tell stories about the past?
Focus: Rhythm and Pitch
Sticky Knowledge:
•How to identify different pitches
[bookmark: _GoBack]•High and low sounds are called pitch.
•Know how to make a sequence of sounds
•Know music has a pulse

NC Knowledge or skills:
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.
•Find and keep a steady beat.
•Play or clap simple rhythmic patterns using long and short sounds.
•Respond to different high and low pitches.
•Keep a steady beat when improvising.
•Clap four-beat rhythms, creating long and short sounds.
NC
•Listen carefully and copy back the actions.
•Respond to the questions, thinking about the music.
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music.
Key Vocabulary:
•	 pulse
•	rhythm
•	pitch
•	rap
•	melody
•	singers
	Focus: Singing
Songbird Preparation

Sticky Knowledge:
•Rhythms are different from a pulse.
•Know some songs have a chorus. 
•Know how to follow melody
•Know how to sing increasing and decreasing in tempo

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Perform a simple melody using voice and/or instruments.
•Perform with a strong sense of pulse.
•Start to understand the difference between pulse and rhythm.
•Perform, demonstrating use of dynamics, pitch and tempo.
•Play simple rhythms.
•Sing in tune within a limited pitch range up to an octave.
•Develop an awareness of diction when singing.
•Sing/chant in unison and with a simple second part.
•As part of a group, maintain an ostinato/drone with the voice or on instruments.
•Perform and interpret a piece using simple notation.
•Follow a conductor and recognise visual signs for start,
•stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Sing and recognise simple melodic shapes and patterns.
•Take a lead in activities that involve imitation or call and
response.
•Continue to develop an awareness of pulse, duration,
pitch, tempo, dynamics and articulations in all activities.
NC
•Listen carefully and copy back the actions.
•Respond to the questions, thinking about the music.
•Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music.

Key Vocabulary:
•	Pitch
· Dynamics
· Melody
· Conductor
· Notation
· ostinato

	Autumn 2
	Autumn 2
	
	Autumn 2

	Question: How can we celebrate?

Can sing a range of familiar nursery rhymes with actions .
Engage in domestic role play, re-enacting some familiar family events.
Engage in small world play, re-enacting some familiar events Can use props as they sing (nativity) Can move in time to music.
	Question: How can we celebrate?

Sing along to new songs (nativity) as a group. Sing songs in small groups and perform them to their peers. Follow signals for ‘stop and go’ ‘louder and quieter’.
Uses a range of natural 
resources to create sounds –
stones, sticks, leaves. 
Move in time to music and 
move with the tempo (Link to PE)


	
	Focus: Singing
Songbird Preparation

Sticky Knowledge:
•Rhythms are different from a pulse.
•High and low sounds are called pitch.
•Know some songs have a chorus. 
•Know how to follow melody
•Know how to sing increasing and decreasing in tempo

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Perform a simple melody using voice and/or instruments.
•Perform with a strong sense of pulse.
•Start to understand the difference between pulse and rhythm.
•Perform, demonstrating use of dynamics, pitch and tempo.
•Play simple rhythms.
•Sing in tune within a limited pitch range up to an octave.
•Develop an awareness of diction when singing.
•Sing/chant in unison and with a simple second part.
•As part of a group, maintain an ostinato/drone with the voice or on instruments.
•Perform and interpret a piece using simple notation.
•Follow a conductor and recognise visual signs for start,
•stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Sing and recognise simple melodic shapes and patterns.
•Take a lead in activities that involve imitation or call and
response.
•Continue to develop an awareness of pulse, duration,
pitch, tempo, dynamics and articulations in all activities.
NC
•Listen carefully and copy back the actions.
•Respond to the questions, thinking about the music.
•Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions
of music.

Key Vocabulary:
•	Pitch
· Dynamics
· Melody
· Conductor
· Notation
ostinato

	Spring 1
	Spring 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1

	Question: What happened once upon a time?

Begin to play cooperatively within domestic role play and small world play, developing narrative, linked to focus texts Can follow a steady beat with a musical instrument. 
Can follow the beat using body percussions. 
Can use instruments to represent parts of a story for effect.
	Question: What happened once upon a time?

Create movement to match 
different sounds in stories. 
Create sounds to represent different  parts of a story. Develop storylines in pretend play.
















	Focus: 
Rhythm and Pitch 
Untuned instruments

Sticky Knowledge:
•Know how to use instruments to perform rhythmic and melodic patterns.
•Know and recognise some instruments in music.

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Mark the beat of a listening piece by tapping or clapping and recognising tempo as well as changes in tempo. 
•Invent, retain and recall rhythm and pitch patterns and perform these for others, taking turns.  
•Work with a partner to improvise simple question and answer phrases, to be sung and played on untuned percussion, creating a musical conversation.
•Use graphic symbols, dot notation and stick notation, as appropriate, to keep a record of composed pieces.
NC
•Listen carefully and copy back the actions.
•Respond to the questions, thinking about the music.
•Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.
•Play tuned and untuned instruments musically

Key Vocabulary:
•	pulse
•	rhythm
•	pitch
•	rap
•	melody
•	singers
•	keyboard
•	bass
•	guitar
•	percussion
•	trumpets
•	saxophones
•	perform
	Question: 
How can I experiment with sounds?
Focus: tuned and untuned instruments
Sticky Knowledge:
•Know how to order sounds to create a beginning, middle and end
•How to maintain a strong sense of pulse and self-correct when going out of time
•Know how to perform simple patterns and accompaniments, keeping a steady pulse. 

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Understand that the speed of the beat can change, creating a faster or slower pace (tempo). 
•Mark the beat of a listening piece (e.g. Bolero by Ravel) by tapping or clapping and recognising tempo as well as changes in tempo. 
•Begin to recognise the sounds of different instruments (timbre) with an understanding of how sounds are produced.
•Recognise groups of instruments.
•Play simple rhythms
•Perform and interpret a piece using simple notation.
•Follow a conductor and recognise visual signs for start, stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Talk about own and peers’ work and make simple
suggestions for improvement.
•Discuss how the music makes them feel and why.
•Describe music and sounds in simple terms using basic
musical vocabulary including pulse/beat, rhythm/duration
and pitch. 
NC
•play tuned and untuned instruments musically
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key Vocabulary:
•	Melody
•	Pitch
•	Percussion
•	Notes

	Spring 2
	Spring 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2

	Question: What is happening outside?

Can sing along to songs and mirror the actions of others.

	Question: What is happening outside? 

Follow the beat with a range instrument. Follow a simple musical pattern. 
Use musical instruments in provision to explore sounds and understand that different instruments make different sounds. 

	Question: 
Singing 
Sticky Knowledge:
•	Perform a song to an audience 
•	How to identify different pitches (if not secure in Autumn 2)

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Explore making different sounds with the voice and instruments.
•Show an understanding of pulse.
•Sing and chant songs and rhymes in unison.
•Begin to sing in tune using melodies that move mainly by step and include small intervals.
•Start and stop at the appropriate time.
•Follow a leader when performing as a group.
•Recognise visual signs for start, stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Putting actions to songs.
NC
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.


Key Vocabulary:
•	pitch
•	dynamic 
•	tempo
•	crescendo
•	decrescendo
•	pause
	Question: 
How can I experiment with sounds?
Focus: tuned and untuned instruments 
Sticky Knowledge:
•Know how to order sounds to create a beginning, middle and end
•How to maintain a strong sense of pulse and self-correct when going out of time
•Know how to perform simple patterns and accompaniments, keeping a steady pulse. 

NC Knowledge or skills:
•Understand that the speed of the beat can change, creating a faster or slower pace (tempo). 
•Mark the beat of a listening piece (e.g. Bolero by Ravel) by tapping or clapping and recognising tempo as well as changes in tempo. 
•Begin to recognise the sounds of different instruments (timbre) with an understanding of how sounds are produced.
•Recognise groups of instruments.
•Play simple rhythms
•Perform and interpret a piece using simple notation.
•Follow a conductor and recognise visual signs for start, stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Talk about own and peers’ work and make simple
suggestions for improvement.
•Discuss how the music makes them feel and why.
•Describe music and sounds in simple terms using basic
musical vocabulary including pulse/beat, rhythm/duration
and pitch. 
NC
•play tuned and untuned instruments musically
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key Vocabulary:
•	Melody
•	Pitch
•	Percussion
•	Notes

	Summer 1
	Summer 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1

	Question: How is our world amazing?

Can create their own rhythm in time to music. 
Can use instruments to go faster and slower and can start and stop using visual signs.
	Question: How is our world amazing?

Make own musical 
instrument and explain the 
sounds that it makes. 
Use musical instruments in 
the outdoor area (stage area) 
to follow a beat to a familiar 
song. 

	Question: 
Singing 
Sticky Knowledge:
•	Perform a song to an audience 


NC Knowledge or skills:
•Explore making different sounds with the voice and instruments.
•Show an understanding of pulse.
•Sing and chant songs and rhymes in unison.
•Begin to sing in tune using melodies that move mainly by step and include small intervals.
•Start and stop at the appropriate time.
•Follow a leader when performing as a group.
•Recognise visual signs for start, stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Putting actions to songs.
NC
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.


Key Vocabulary:
•	pitch
•	dynamic 
•	tempo
•	crescendo
•	decrescendo
•	pause
	Question:
How does music make the world a better place?
Sticky Knowledge:
•	Knowing that expressing the words with meaning is important. 

NC Knowledge or skills:
· To move in time and keep a steady beat together. 
· I can move in time with a steady beat. 
· To create their own rhythmic and melodic patterns
· To understand the difference between creating a rhythm pattern and a pitch pattern. 
· Continue to copy back simple rhythmic patterns using long and short. 
· Continue to copy back simple melodic patterns using high and low.
· To sing short phrases independently. 
· Continue to learn to watch and follow a steady beat.
· I can follow the leader of the group or the conductor.
·  Begin to understand that the speed of the beat can change, creating a faster or slower pace (tempo
· To play copy-back rhythms, copying a leader, and invent rhythms for others to copy on untuned and tuned percussion. 
· To create rhythms using word phrases as a starting point. 
· To recognise long and short sounds, matching them to syllables and movements.
NC
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.


Key Vocabulary:
· Listening 
· Responding 
· Musical styles
·  Historical context
·  Different Musicians
· Pulse 
· Rhythm
·  Pitch 
· Tempo
·  Dynamics 
· Timbre 
· Texture 
· Structure

	Summer 2
	Summer 2
	Summer 1 and 2
	Summer 2

	Question: What makes a hero?

Can sing along to a range or songs. 
Use musical instruments to express feelings. Engage in themed role play, linked to focus text, developing narrative.

See PE Dance

	Question: What makes a hero?

Play a musical instrument in time to the beat of a song. Create their own repeating song, rhyme and perform to peers. 

	Question: 
Songbird Concert preparation and performance 
Singing

Sticky Knowledge:
•	Perform a song to an audience 


NC Knowledge or skills:
•Explore making different sounds with the voice and instruments.
•Show an understanding of pulse.
•Sing and chant songs and rhymes in unison.
•Begin to sing in tune using melodies that move mainly by step and include small intervals.
•Start and stop at the appropriate time.
•Follow a leader when performing as a group.
•Recognise visual signs for start, stop, mime actions, sing in your head.
•Putting actions to songs.
NC
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.


Key Vocabulary:
•	pitch
•	dynamic 
•	tempo
•	crescendo
•	decrescendo
•	pause
	Question: 
How does Music make you happy?

Sticky Knowledge:
· I can improvise using rhythm and/or one or two notes.
· I can improvise by singing simple patterns.

NC Knowledge or skills:
· To find and try to keep a steady beat. To invent different actions to move in time with the music. 
· To move, dance and respond with their bodies in any way they can. 
· To describe their thoughts and feelings when hearing the music.
· To describe what they see in their individual imaginations when listening to the piece of music. 
· To talk about why they like or don’t like the music. 
· To identify a fast or slow tempo.
· To identify loud and quiet sounds as an introduction to understanding dynamics. 
· Begin to understand the concept of there being different styles of music.

NC
•use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
•listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music
•experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

Key Vocabulary:
•	Pulse/beat
•	Rhythm
•	Pitch
•	Tempo
•	Dynamics
•	Timbre
•             Texture
•	Structure
· Finding a steady beat 
· Copy-back
· Improvisation
· Singing
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