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Definition
Writing is more than the recording of meaningful letters or characters that constitute readable matter. It is the ability to effectively communicate ideas, information and opinions through the printed word, in a wide range of contexts. Writing offers the opportunity to store information for later retrieval, to interact with others, to reflect and to express ideas creatively. 

Philosophy
The ability to write is fundamental to pupil’s development as independent learners. At Etruscan we believe that writing should be both inspiring yet challenging in enabling our pupils to become motivated and adept writers in any given situation. We aim to make every child a writer.
We aim to provide children with the ability to:
· Understand their own writing needs;
· Believe that high quality learning and teaching experiences will help them to make a positive contribution in life;
· Understand that writing is an essential tool and a vital form of communication whether for work purposes or for pleasure.

We aim to develop the following attitudes in children
· Curiosity and interest
· Imagination

· Independence

· Perseverance

· Critical appraisal
· Co-operation

Writing has a well-developed profile in our school and children are used to having many reasons to write effectively and develop the ability to write in a range of genres.
Aims and objectives 
The aims of writing are:

· Children enjoy and recognise the value of writing;
· Children write with increasing confidence, clarity and imagination;
· To understand how to write in a range of genres and write both fiction and non-fiction texts using the features of different forms;
· To plan, draft, revise, edit and sometimes publish their own writing;
· To develop a technical vocabulary through which to understand and discuss their own writing and the writing of others;
· To develop their imagination, creativity, expressive language and critical awareness through their own writing and by reading the writing of others;
· To develop the principles of being a ‘good writer’.
Disciplinary and substantive knowledge

In writing, it is the ability to evaluate and edit text and apply substantive knowledge to effectively write for a range of purposes. In both reading and writing, it is the process of thinking critically and creatively using the automaticity of substantive knowledge. In writing, substantive knowledge includes understanding of structural, grammatical and linguistic features, as well as knowledge of handwriting and spellings.

Teaching and learning 
· Our school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in writing. All of our writing is based on a good quality text the children have been reading and talking about. A range of teaching strategies are used, including reading, demonstration, modelling, explanation, questioning and discussion. Each lesson’s principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, language and competency in writing. We do this through a daily lesson that has a proportion of whole-class, group-direct and individual teaching. Children have hand writing, phonics and spelling lessons which are taught separately and systematically. What is taught in these lessons is expected to be applied in children’s writing.
· At Etruscan, we believe that teachers must work together to plan, deliver and moderate the teaching of writing in order to ensure that expectations are high and that children are able to achieve to the best of their ability.                    

· In our school there are children of differing abilities. We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies – in some lessons through adapted group work, and in other lessons by organising the children to work in pairs or independently. We use teaching assistants to support some children and to ensure that work is matched to the needs of individuals. Where necessary, a child may have an individual passport target in writing or may be supported through interventions.
· Teachers listen and respond to children in a sensitive and supportive manner, discussing and evaluating children’s successes.
· Teachers write alongside children, modelling, sharing and discussing their writing.
· Teachers follow the agreed marking and feedback strategies (see Marking policy) and provide children with positive and developmental feedback. 
At Etruscan Primary School we create a rich writing environment, reflecting current topics which:
· Values children’s writing and drawing;
· Provides opportunities and time for writing across the curriculum;
· Provides for a range of audiences and purposes; 

· Displays, presents and publishes children’s writing.
Writing is taught in a structured way from Nursery up to Year 6 following the Adapted Texts pedagogy. This involves making explicit the processes and thinking involved in the writing It is embedded in every writing lesson. The main principles are; 
· Book-talk 

‘Book-talk’ is the extended opportunity to use talk to explore children’s personal and collective responses to a text as readers. 

· Writer-talk 

‘Writer-talk’ is the articulation of the thinking and creative processes involved in the act of writing and involve talk which helps the child to think and behave like a writer (and consider themselves to be one).

· Storytelling and story making 

This involves the learning and repeating of oral stories, building children’s    confidence through retelling the story and then extending that development into writing. Children then go on to create ‘new’ stories orally as a preparation and rehearsal for writing their final version. The teaching sequence is imitation, innovation and invention.
Children are immersed into the text. They complete grammar, SPAG, comprehension activities, drama and vocabulary work before they plan to write. All of this is carefully mapped out and planned for to ensure a child’s success. 

Non-fiction 

Children learn to write a variety of non-fiction texts which are: Explanation Writing, Biography Writing, Discussion Writing, Report Writing, Instructional Writing and Persuasive Writing, to name a few. (See long term plan) The four key components are:: 

SECURING SUBJECT MATTER – ensuring children become experts and enthusiasts in the topic; 

IMITATION – using a strong shared text as a model from which children internalise the key language features; 

INNOVATION – using the structure and language patterns of the model text for shared planning and writing in a new, but closely related context; 
Shared writing 

Shared writing takes place within the English lesson; the teacher models the writing process to the whole class as an expert writer, articulating the process. Teaching objectives are pre-planned and sessions are characterised by explicit teaching of specific writing strategies, oral response and high levels of collaboration. The children join in individually or through partner work, where appropriate. 

Guided writing 

Guided writing takes place as part of a guided session within a unit of work. During guided writing the responsibility for writing moves to the learner. Guided writing takes place with a group of children with similar writing targets/needs. During a guided writing session, the children write with a teacher supporting. It is intended that guided writing provides a forum for children to demonstrate what they have learned about writing and to further develop and extend their writing skills, leading to them writing independently. 
Speaking and Listening

Reading and speaking and listening are intertwined in the writing process and are crucial parts of children becoming confident, competent writers. If children can’t speak a sentence, they can’t write a sentence. Speaking and listening forms a key element of the teaching sequence for writing and is incorporated throughout the teaching phases. 
Handwriting 
From Reception, children are taught letter formation following Ruth Miskin’s Read Write Inc programme. Once secure they move to the PenPals Handwriting programme.
Planning 
We carry out the curriculum planning in writing in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). 
· Our scheme of work gives a detailed outline of what we teach in the long term.

· Medium-term English plans are planned in teams- KS1, lower KS2 and upper KS2. Plans are adopted from the scheme of work, give details of the main teaching objectives for each term and are based on AfL. They ensure an appropriate balance and distribution of work across each term and are planned around a quality text. These plans are reviewed by the subject leader every half term and a written report provided to the teachers, the SLT and governors. 
· The class teacher completes the weekly powerpoints for the teaching of English. These weekly plans are based on AfL and list the specific learning objectives for each lesson, give details of how the lessons are to be taught and outline what the differentiation will be. 

The Foundation Stage:
The teaching of writing begins as soon as children enter school and their skills are developed from emergent/developmental writing with opportunities for writing in structured and play based activities. We provide a rich, challenging and stimulating environment for experimental and emergent writing.
In order to write children need to:

· Make marks using a range of different material and have their marks valued;
· Understand that print carries meaning and ascribe meaning to their marks;
· Develop gross motor and then fine motor skills to ensure consistent mark making with increasing dexterity to produce recognizable letters;
· See adults write and explain the writing process;
· Be able to say the sentence they want to write;
· Have a purpose for their writing;
· Have a “can do” attitude towards writing;
· Be immersed in a language rich environment;
· Be read to on a daily basis;

· Understand the link between reading, writing and phonics;
· Be able to segment words to spell them. 

In the Foundation Stage we relate the Communication, Language and English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals and Development Matters. Child initiated and adult directed activities taking place both inside and out, are planned for on a weekly basis and are enhanced within continuous provision daily. Wherever possible writing is an integral part of everything we do. Teacher directed activities are differentiated either through task, level of support, questioning or outcome. We believe that learning to speak, listen, read and write are intrinsically linked and that communication, language and literacy skills are best developed in a holistic way. This is evident in our planning.

A strong emphasis is put on developing children’s speaking and listening skills, with these skills being taught through each activity. Bi-lingual teaching assistants are used to support children with EAL, although we do not have staff who speak all of the languages present in our Foundation Stage. Children who need it receive extra support through targeted language groups which are planned for on a daily basis and link in to the weekly learning objectives and main themes. 

Children have access to writing areas both in the Reception and Nursery classrooms and also outside. Children are encouraged to use environmental print to help them with their writing. Staff are used as role models, with children seeing them writing in a variety of situations and for a variety of reasons. ICT is used as a means of developing children’s physical skills needed for early writing. Reception children also have a guided writing session each week. This is planned around the topic or the book that they are reading, picking up from the children’s interests. Children are encouraged to “have a go” and to think of themselves as writers’ right from the start of Nursery. This is encouraged through our belief in valuing children’s emergent writing. 

Handwriting is fostered within the learning environment. Continuous provision provides numerous opportunities for children develop their gross motor co-ordination, then fine motor control alongside the teaching of letter formation.
Children have a daily phonics lesson, which is planned for on a weekly basis following the RWI programme. Nursery children are taught in key worker groups because of their personal, social and emotional needs. Nursery children who are more able and talented have extra phonics sessions during the week at their level. Reception children are grouped into ability groups on entry to Reception in the autumn term. Each key worker bay in the Nursery has a reading area, as do the Reception classrooms. Children have a daily storytime with stories, non-fiction books, rhymes and songs. Focus books and songs/rhymes are planned for and highlighted in our medium term planning. Copies of these books are put into each reading area to encourage the children to “read” familiar story in an environment where they feel secure. All children take home a library book each week. Children are encouraged to “have a go” and to think of themselves as readers right from the beginning of Nursery. The link between reading and writing is made explicit in all reading and writing activities.

Children’s achievement and attainment in writing is recorded on individual children’s profiles, with evidence being collected in the form of samples of work, transcripts of conversations with children, handwriting books, photographs of children’s work and focused observations. This evidence can be found in children’s writing books, learning journeys and also on an electronic profile. 
In the Spring Term, Nursey children have weekly handwriting homework where they practice the letter formation of the RWI letters that they have been learning about and in Reception this then progresses onto CVC and CCVC words. 

Teaching writing to children with special needs.
We teach writing to all children, whatever their ability. It is part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. We provide learning opportunities that are matched to the needs of children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and provide appropriate support where needed. Where appropriate/needed children with SEND have the language/genre pre-cued by TAs before taking part in the main lesson.
Assessment and recording:
We assess children’s work in writing from three aspects (long-term, short-term and medium-term). We make short-term assessments which we use to help us adjust our daily plans. These short-term assessments are closely matched to the teaching objectives. Lessons are evaluated daily. We make medium-term assessments to measure progress against the key objectives, and to help us plan the next unit of work. The information from short and medium term assessments are used to set class, group and individual targets. These assessments are also used to identify children who are not making adequate progress in writing and to plan targeted interventions in order to accelerate their learning to narrow any gaps. We record this data on tracking sheets. Children’s individual progress is discussed  at termly pupil progress meetings. 
We make long-term assessments towards the end of the school year, and we use these to assess progress against school and national targets. We can then set targets for the next school year and make a summary of each child’s progress before providing a written report to parents/carers. We pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year, so that s/he can plan for the new school year. Nursery and Reception children are assessed on completion of a set of guided and independent writing and also against the age bands in “Development Matters” and the Early Learning Goals each half term. Reception children are assessed against the Early Learning Goals at the end of their Reception year.
Regular moderation happens across the Orchard Community Trust to ensure consistency. 
Marking 

The children’s work is marked before the books are returned to the children. Marking is used to inform planning and evaluate lessons and also set new writing targets. See the school’s Marking Policy for specific information.
Resources 

There is a range of resources to support the teaching of writing across the school. All children have their own personal copy of the text which they will then take home at the end of the unit. All classrooms in FS and KS1 have an alphabet chart, all classrooms have a RWI phonics display and word banks. Displays are used to celebrate children’s work but also to support their learning. Working walls are evident in every classroom within KS1 and KS2.
Monitoring and review

· Monitoring of the standards of children’s work and of the quality of teaching in writing is the responsibility of the English subject leader. The work of the English leader involves supporting colleagues in the planning and teaching of English, being informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. 
· The subject leader writes an English development plan to be included in the school development plan, based on a range of data.

· The subject leader provides the Head Teacher and the governors with an annual summary in which s/he evaluate strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicate areas for further improvement. 
· The Headteacher allocates regular management time to the subject leader so that s/he can review samples of children’s work and undertake planning scrutinies and lesson observations of English teaching across the school. 
· The English lead has regular line management meetings to discuss progress towards development plan targets and any other issues which have arisen from monitoring and data analysis. 

Equal Opportunities
Teachers and support staff within the school are aware of the differences of race, gender, class and ability and are committed to inclusion at every level. All children are expected to achieve high standards in writing regardless of race, gender, class and ability.

     EAL Learners

· A large percentage of our children have English as a second or other language. It is vital that they learn the language they need in writing and that their vocabulary is extended at every opportunity. Dictionaries and thesauruses are situated in every classroom to support all children’s vocabulary acquisition.
· Bi-lingual staff are used to plan with the teacher and support the EAL learners in the development of vocabulary, technical language, concepts, skills and understanding. 
· Where appropriate/needed EAL learners have the language/genre pre-cued by TAs before taking part on the main lesson. 
Parental/ Carers’ Involvement

· Targets are set and shared with parents/carers at termly parent/carer consultation evenings as well as target cards being sent home half termly.
· Homework is set in the form of weekly spellings. Children are also expected to read regularly at home.
· A written report is provided at the end of the academic year

· Informal discussions take place with parents over particular concerns, or to say when a child is doing particularly well.

·  Foundation Stage hold meeting with parents to offer advice and support on how best to support their child at home with reading and writing. 
· A phonics demonstration lesson is modelled to Foundation Stage parents in the Autumn Term. 

· Copies of the writing policy are on the school’s website for parents/carers to access at any time.
· Nursery and Reception children have RWI homework 

     Reporting

Each child’s progress is reported on at termly parents’/carers’ consultation evenings and as a written report annually.

End of FS, Phonics screening, end of KS2 and teacher assessment results are given to parents with the annual report and are discussed with the class teacher at the end-of-year parents’/carers’ consultation evening.
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